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Removing the swarm can be easy or difficult depending on the location. 

 
Easy Locations are on a low level branch or bush. 
 

 
First place the sheet directly under the swarm to catch any bees that do not fall into the skep or box. Either cut the branch with 
secuteurs or position the skep under the swarm and give the branch a couple sharp of shakes and you will be surprised how 
easily they drop into your container. If it is a dense bush, it may be necessary to cut some branches away below the swarm to 
position your box underneath.  
Invert the skep on the sheet and prop one side up with a block to make it easy for any flying bees to enter. If you see some of 
the bees outside this entrance start fanning a scent from their Nasenov gland [which is highly attractive to other bees and the 
queen] you should find they will draw in any stragglers. Finally drag the sheet carefully along the ground to a shady position. 
To ensure you do not leave any bees behind, it is best to leave the housed swarm until dusk when most of the flying bees will 
have settled in their temporary home. Any flying bees left behind will eventually return to their original home. 

More Difficult Situations are in dense conifers or on vertical brick walls. 
 

Conifers – Here it is not always possible to shake the bees into your skep. However if the skep is placed above the swarm 
they will usually migrate upwards, given time, because the queen prefers to be in a dark place. 
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Vertical Rigid Surfaces [Fence Posts & Brick Walls] 

These are difficult because the bees are very 
good at adhering to rough surfaces and they 
cannot be shaken in the same way as an 
overhanging branch. 

 Place a sheet at the base of the post or 
wall prior to the operation.  

 Position the skep or cardboard box just 
below the swarm and use a soft brush 
to gently brush as many bees as 
possible into the container and hope 
you have got the queen.  

 If they migrate back onto the wall, then 
you have not and you will have to 
repeat the whole operation again! 

 Once settled in the container, wrap the 
sheet around the container and group 
all the corners together and tie 
securely so that no bees can escape 
during transportation.  

 

Collecting a Swarm in a Bottle! 
Intrigued? If you have a swarm at high level, say greater than 5m up, then if you open this link to a 6.17 minute video you will 

see a somewhat humorous method of successfully collecting a swarm from a Holly Tree some 7m above ground level.  

Click on:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fp7hA2U6l7Y 

Hiving the Swarm 

[i] Traditional Method: Place a board [about the width of the hive] sloping up to the edge of the entrance and shake the bees 
onto this and watch them slowly walk up into the hive over the next hour. Try spotting the queen as they go. 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fp7hA2U6l7Y
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[ii] A quicker method: 

 Remove the queen excluder and then all the frames from the super and shake the swarm into the empty super, onto 
the brood frames below.  

 Replace the crown board and let them settle before replacing the queen excluder + super frames.  

 To make the bees feel more at home, drawn comb with one of honey will minimise the risk of them absconding! 

 Also placing the queen excluder, temporarily between the entrance and the bottom of the brood frames will retain the 
queen but this must be removed and repositioned above the brood chamber as soon as the colony appears settled to 
allow drones free access. Remember to ensure the queen is down below the queen excluder! 

  

 Note the paper division was because I was uniting a collected swarm with a queen less colony. Using paper can also 
minimise the risk of absconding as the bees will get accustomed to their new home, during the time they spend 
chewing through the paper. 

 If the bees have to draw out frames of new foundation, it may be necessary to feed about 2/3 sugar to 1/3 water 
solution to help them build honeycomb if the nectar flow is sparse. Use fairly hot water to dissolve all the sugar and let 
it cool to body temperature before feeding to the bees, using a glass feeder [or jam jar], shown below. Once they have 
drawn out comb stop feeding otherwise they will start filling it with Tate & Lyle honey! 
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Swarm Requests. 
Last year 18 people in the Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells area, some new to beekeeping and some needing to make up their 
colony losses, had requested swarms. I managed to fulfil most of this demand last year and I am prepared to do it again for 
any swarms I am called out to in 2012. 
My first call out to collect a swarm last year was at the end of April, it then went quiet until a slight flurry of calls at the end of 
May and this continued through to August. So you can see it can be very erratic and of course as soon as I collect a swarm I 
need to be able to pass it on that afternoon/evening, so it is essential that I have a daytime & evening telephone number for 
quick contact. I also found that apart from my time I was having to spend money on fuel etc… so this year we will be charging 
£10 to cover costs and any extra will donated to Branch funds. 
I am on the Sevenoaks Council list for collecting swarms so I confine myself to about 5/6 miles around the Sevenoaks area, 
whilst Peter Hutton collects swarms around the Tunbridge Wells area.  
So if you would like a swarm, contact me in the first instance by email:  originalfarrows@btinternet.com , giving your 
contact telephone number and address and I will try to help if you are local to me. If you are nearer Peter I will refer your 
request to him, 
 

Alternatively if you hear of a swarm in your area and are new to beekeeping but are prepared to have a go, here is a quick 
guide to what basic equipment is needed:- 

 

 
Skep [or empty wine box 6 or 9 bottle size], secateurs, loppers, small wooden block, net curtain or loose weave sheet, soft 
brush or goose feather, string, bee-suit & gloves of course. Then follow the suggestions on page 1 & 2 above. 

Swarm Control. – see the Demaree Method detailed under ‘Articles’.                                 
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