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EDITORIAL 

 

Starvation risks, and other musings 

 

Six months ago, the Kent County Showground was under a couple of inches of 

snow. Since then we’ve had the hottest summer and longest drought since 1976. 

What that has done for honey yields is still an open question, but though honey 

flows were vigorous early on, they soon dried up.  The ivy may do better, but for 

the moment we seem to be stuck with the meagre rations from garden flowers, 

which look small and dessicated compared with previous years, except near 

bodies of water (or water company leaks). 

 

At the end of August, the NBU once again reminded beekeepers to check their 

bees had sufficient stores to avoid imminent starvation, let alone survive the 

winter. So please do.  And don’t forget to check for waxmoths, which seem to 

have done very well this year. 

 

That may be because of the hot weather.  I’ve had, as I’m sure we all have had, 

plenty of calls and messages about suspected bees in buildings this year, several 

of which involved ‘honey’ seeping through ceilings.  My guess is that the very hot 

weather may have softened the wax and damaged nests, from which honey 

oozed until robbers noticed and cleaned them out, leaving unguarded wax for 

moths to infest. 

 

That won’t have just affected honey bees. Though bumble bee nests are much 

smaller, and contain much less honey, at least one of the calls about honey 

dripping through a ceiling did turn out to be a bumble bee nest. The photos 

weren’t great, but it looked like B. terrestris, in a nest embedded in the insulation 

laid between two joists. 
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Posh Bee – Call for Volunteers 

 

BBKA are very fortunate in being part of a brand new, exciting project, involving 

many European countries and funded by the EU.  The project, named PoshBee, is 

designed to determine the exposure of bees to a range of chemicals and assess 

the levels of pests and diseases and nutritional status, and the impacts these may 

have on the health of honey bees, bumble bees and solitary bees in a field 

realistic way rather than in laboratory studies.  Prof. Simon Potts (Reading 

University) and Prof. Mark Brown (Royal Holloway College) have been the guiding 

lights in getting this application drawn up and gaining final approval for it last 

month. 

 

 This is going to be a wonderful opportunity for some of our members to 

take part in real scientific experiments and initially we are looking for volunteers 

in Kent and in Berkshire or Oxfordshire who would be interested in taking part 

next year.  Details are not yet finalised but the beekeepers would be paid for the 

use of their hives which will be placed in orchards in Kent (and in OSR fields in 

the Reading area).  The sites will be chosen by Prof. Potts in collaboration with 

various farmers to represent differing levels of pesticide usage among other 

factors.  

 

 The aim is to take various samples from colonies throughout the season 

and these will be assayed by various experts in laboratories.  More details will be 

available later on but those willing to take part will be expected to have colonies 

ready for moving in the spring of 2019.  Please contact Pam Hunter (at 

pam.hunter@bbka.org.uk) if you are interested in taking part or have any 

questions.  For those interested and willing to take part, Prof. Potts will give a 

presentation at Stoneleigh of what is required later this year. 

  

Further information is available from the project website at http://poshbee.eu/ 
 

 

mailto:pam.hunter@bbka.org.uk
http://poshbee.eu/
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Kent Beekeepers Associations Tent 2018. 

 

The beekeepers from the four associations in Kent (Dover, Kent, Medway and 

Thanet) came together to provide an exhibition showing how we keep bees and 

the range of the activities that covers. We aim to introduce the general public to 

bees and beekeeping and to explain some of the importance of bees to the 

economy and our diet. 

 

 The stands inside the tent for the general public covered the products of 

pollination, examples of bee friendly plants, hive to jar covering where honey 

comes from and how the honey is extracted, candle making, Sheppey Honey 

Producers Ltd. (group that involves prisoners in beekeeping activities) and 

opportunities to purchase honey and wax products. Our two observation hives 

were, as ever, very busy. The Bumble Bee, Wasps and Hornets display always 

draws a lot of interest and we were again pleased to have the assistance of the 

Bumble Bee Trust volunteers. We aim to provide activities for all groups so 

include candle-rolling, badge-making and solitary bee house building primarily for 

young people, but we found that people of all ages had a go.  The beekeepers 

and potential beekeepers are not left out as our Education and Information stand 

was very busy. 

 

Outside the tent and to the entrance to the tent was our skep-making 

demonstration.  

 

The committee that puts the exhibition together includes – David Wood, John 

Hendrie, Terry Clare, Lesley Fancote, Ronnie Eagle, Jacki Tonks, Brian Wood, 

Roger Thompson, Bob Smith and John Chapman. We are supported by Jennifer 

Spon-smith, James Cash and David Bragg. An especial thanks must also go to 

Paul Endacott, for helping throughout the show and for transporting honey from 

the pavilion to the Garden Life Marque We rely on volunteers to set-up the 

exhibition and to man the stands during the 3 days of the show. If you are 

interested in helping next year, look for information about stewarding at the show 

in your newsletters. 
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Kent Honey Show 2018 

 

The Kent Honey Show attracted 65 exhibits from 14 exhibitors, which considering 

the cold and wet start to the year provided a good looking show. This year, the 

show was judged by Bill fisher and Sue Carter. Cup winners were as follows: 

 

 
 

The Agricultural Society’s Trophy 

(highest points in classes 1 to 15) 

John F Chapman 

Medway 

Clive Watson Memorial Trophy 

(winner of class for Medium Honey) 

Mark Woollard 

Whitstable and Herne Bay 

Mead Cup 

(Overall winner in the Mead Classes) 

John F Chapman 

Medway 

Reginald Tower Rose Bowl 

(best exhibit in candles) 

Mark Woollard 

Whitstable and Herne Bay 

Subscribers Cup 

(winner of the Exhibition Class) 

John F Chapman 

Medway 

The Novice Cup 

(best exhibit in the novice classes) 

Alan English  

Dartford 

Best Exhibit in Honey 

(Certificate of Merit) 

Kay Wreford 

Medway 

Central Division Cup 

(Branch/Association winning most points in open 

classes) 

Medway Association 

The  Margaret Calder Plate 

(Best Exhibit in Cookery Classes)  

Not awarded 

Geoffrey Dixon Trophy 

(Branch or Association Apiary) 

Not awarded 
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Wasps and Hornets 

  

Wasps have done very well this year, and the Asian, or yellow-legged, hornet 

seems to have become established in Jersey. As Jersey produces a lot of flowers 

that are exported to the UK via Kent, we’re on the front line, so please keep 

vigilant. 

 

The key features are (a) yellow legs (b) a dark brown abdomen with one 

orange segment (the 4th segment) and (c) an orange-nose and mandibles. 

 

Although it’s good to be cautious, reports on social media (and in the KBKA 

mailbox) have so far all been of European hornets and various species of wasp. 

Sadly, there are many mis-labelled images on the internet, and scope for 

confusion with the Giant Asian Hornet, which is a different species and not a 

current threat. So here’s yet another picture of what we’re looking for.  
 

 

 

Photo courtesy of and © Jean Haxaire via nonnativespecies.org 
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COUNTY AND OTHER EVENTS 

 

Canterbury 

Wed 26th Sept 2018 – 9am-4pm  

East Kent Ploughing Match 

Malmains Farm, Waldershare, Dover CT15 5BG, UK 

See: http://old.ekpma.co.uk/  

 

 

Bromley & Orpington 

Sat 15th Sept 2018 – 10am to 4:30pm (9am staging) 

Honey Show 

Emmanuel Church, The Grove, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 9JS 

Schedules etc at: http://www.bromleybeekeepers.org.uk/honeyshow/ 

 

 

Dartford 

Sat 29th Sept 2018 – 3pm to 5pm 

Honey Show & BBQ 

 

 

Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells 

Sat 15th Sept 2018 – 2pm to 4pm (entries 9.30am-10am) 

Honey Show St Bartholomew’s Church Hall, Otford TH14 5PQ 

 

Tue 18th Sept 2018 - 7.30pm-9.30pm - Weald Memorial Hall, TN14 6PT  

Lecture - Dr Karin Alton on “Planting for Bees” 

 

Tue 16th Oct 2018 - 7.30pm-9.30pm - Weald Memorial Hall, TN14 6PT  

Lecture – Paul Vagg on “Cooking with Honey” 

 

 

Westerham 

Wed 26st Sept 2018 – 8pm to 10pm – Westerham Hall 

Lecture Celia Rudland on “The Asian Hornet”  

 

Nov 14th Nov 2018 – 8pm to 10pm – Westerham Hall 

AGM and Honey Competition 

 

http://old.ekpma.co.uk/
http://www.bromleybeekeepers.org.uk/honeyshow/
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KBKA Autumn Lectures at Lenham 

Sat 29th Sept 2018 – 1.15pm – Lenham Community Centre ME17 2PJ 

The annual KBKA Lenham Lectures include talks by Chris Park on “Experiments 

in Skep Beekeeping” and Gerald Stuart “The Asian Hornet Invasion – Torbay 

Beekeepers response to the threat”. Tickets £7 on the door or £5 in advance 

from branch secretaries or via BACS transfer (see enclosed flyer for details) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

National Honey Show 

Thu 25 Oct – Sat 27 Oct 2018 - Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, KT10 9AJ 

See http://www.honeyshow.co.uk for details, including schedules, entry forms 

and membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

BBKA EXAMINATION & ASSESSMENT DATES 

 

Below are the upcoming dates and deadlines for the written module and 

microscopy exams. 

 

Please remember that fees will be forfeit if candidates don’t turn up on the 

day, unless they’ve given two weeks’ notice or, in case of illness or other 

unavoidabilities, have warned the exam secretary as soon as reasonable. 

  

 

Last Entry Dates  

BBKA Module exams 

(November) 

23rd September 2018 

 

 

Examination Dates  

Written modules 10th November 2018 

Microscopy Examinations 24th November 2018 

  

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
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REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR 
 

The season is winding down, but seasonal bee inspectors are still contactable. As 

winter approaches, the Regional Bee Inspector will become the primary contact 

for notifiable pests and diseases. Her details are: 

 

Sandra Gray 

email: sandra.gray@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

tel: 01787 211531 

mobile: 07775 119430 

 

The seasonal inspectors for Kent can be found under ‘contacts’ on the BeeBase 

website at  http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/ 

 

The NBU is currently recruiting new seasonal bee inspectors for next season 

to work in the London/Greater London area. Details are on the Civil Service Jobs 

website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET to advise your Branch Secretary and the County Membership 

Secretary of any change to your e-mail address, postal address or telephone 

numbers. 

 

If you have any branch information or articles you would like included in the 

Newsletter, please e-mail newsletter@kbka.org.uk 

mailto:sandra.gray@apha.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/Contacts/contacts.cfm
https://www.civilservicejobs.service.gov.uk/csr/index.cgi?SID=c2VhcmNoX3NsaWNlX2N1cnJlbnQ9MSZjc291cmNlPWNzcXNlYXJjaCZwYWdlYWN0aW9uPXZpZXd2YWNieWpvYmxpc3QmdXNlcnNlYXJjaGNvbnRleHQ9NjIxNTc0MjUmb3duZXJ0eXBlPWZhaXImb3duZXI9NTA3MDAwMCZwYWdlY2xhc3M9Sm9icyZqb2JsaXN0X3ZpZXdfdmFjPTE1OTc3NDgmcmVxc2lnPTE1MzQ4NDk2MDItZmZmYzY5OGU1OTQzZjczZTQ0MTJmOGUyMjAxYzNhZGZlNTU4MWExYg==
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