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Finding the Ideal Bee 
 

     What would be your ideal bee?  One that is quiet on the comb when you inspect your colonies?  Perhaps you would like a non-
swarming strain or a variety that produces lots of honey.  In our December talk, Master Beekeeper and Chair of the BBKA, Anne 
Rowberry, considered how to ensure you have the bees you want.  She highlighted the different types of honey bee and their 
advantages and disadvantages.  Queens can be bought from breeders in the UK or imported but she said that, in her opinion, the best 
bees were local bees.  Anne suggested that we should all be rearing queens.  The most effective way is to work in groups of four or 
five beekeepers and rear from the best colony.  She said that however daunting it might seem, we could all start slowly by deciding 
what aspect of temperament to deal with first, for example aggression.  “You can make a difference and eventually you get very nice 
bees,” she said.  
Mary Staffurth     

 
Understanding Honey Bee Genetics  

      

     Our next talk will take place on Tuesday 19 January 2021 at 7.30pm.   Margaret Murdin NDB, the immediate past President of 
BBKA and a Master Beekeeper will give a talk entitled: ‘Simple Bee Genetics’.   She will consider why we sometimes get poor brood 
patterns and ask: Exactly what are diploid drones?  There will be some comparison of genetics between humans and bees and a look at 
why some characteristics are dominant, such as colour.  You will also find out why we sometimes find white-eyed drones in our 
colonies. 
     The talk will take place via Zoom and you will be emailed a reminder closer to the time.  

 
Beekeeping into 2021 
by Peter Hutton, Branch President 

 

     I started writing this article just two days before Christmas when the daytime temperature had reached 12°C and the bees had been 
flying and bringing in pollen.  On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day the temperature had dropped to 6°C.  Gorse is in flower at the 
moment, winter cherry has been flowering for over a week or more and hazel catkins on the north side of the field are fully out on the 
point of dehiscing (shedding pollen).  Unless we have a sustained period of cold then the bees will quickly expand their brood nests 
and diminish their remaining stores.  They keep the brood at 34°C: to maintain this temperature worker bees dislocate their wings but 
still vibrate their wing muscles, which generates heat.  Bees circulate within the cluster although in seriously low temperatures I have 
known a full 25mm thickness of bees die of hypothermia, which insulated the remaining bees inside the cluster during a six-week 
period of snow and ice. 
     Now is the time to knock down any remaining Varroa with oxalic acid.  I prefer sublimation (evaporation, converting the crystals 
into a gas) as the simpler method.  There is a health warning for this method: you should wear a protective mask that removes organic 
gases from the atmosphere.  I know of two evaporators on the market: Thornes and Bioxal (Swiss).  Ebay have the identical 
evaporators from China at a lower price, and for the handyman I remember in my German Bee Journal a description of how to make 
your own using a VW glow plug. 
     If spring is early again - my daffodils are 25mm up under the leaf litter as are my snowdrops - then you can be sure your bees will 
build up early.  February through March are the months when most bees starve, yet you may not notice since they are flying and 
bringing in pollen in quantity.  The problem is that nectar is often insufficient to maintain demand, which will cause a sudden colony 
collapse.  An eke directly over the brood box under the crown board provides space to put candy or fondant directly over the frames.  
An eke is a simple four-sided frame of 25 x 50mm wood made to the dimensions of the brood box. 
     Remember that in the autumn the cluster forms low down on the brood frames and works its way up using the winter stores.  Once 
the bees reach the top of the frames they are most likely to be short of food.  If the weather is too cold, bees with an active brood nest 
will be loath to move onto side frames with honey unless the ambient temperature rises sufficiently. 
 

 New Look at Hilbert Road 
 

    I finished painting the large shed at our club apiary in Hilbert Road between Christmas and New Year.  This means that both the 
beehouse and the large shed have been painted.  The beehouse has had two coats and the large shed mainly one coat but part two coats. 
The water fountain is still working and I swept up and cleared up some more cuttings ready for burning.  Next on the agenda is to 
scorch some more brood boxes and supers.   
Vic Webb, Hilbert Road Apiary Manager 
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Christmas Bee Rescue 
by Sarah Rapley       

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
For more pictures of Sarah’s colony rescue go to our website:  
https://www.sevenoaksbeekeepers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Bee-Colony-Removal-Seal.pdf 
 

 
On the Web 

 

You can find all the latest information about bees and beekeeping on our website http://www.sevenoaksbeekeepers.org.uk 
On the Members Only page you can read the latest newsletter from the Kent Beekeepers Association.  
 
 
 

Branch Honey for Sale 
 

 

      
 
 

 
Send pictures or items for the newsletter to marystaffurth@yahoo.com 

 
 
     On Christmas Eve I was surprised to receive a call regarding a 
swarm in a local back garden.  After receipt of some photographs, it 
was clear that it was a feral colony - the property had been empty 
for over a year and the new homeowners had just spotted what they 
originally thought was a large fungus in the honeysuckle. When it 
buzzed them they realised it was a colony of bees and gave me a 
call. 
 
 
   
     By the time the 29th came around I didn’t hold out much hope 
for them still being alive as Storm Bella had passed over and 
temperatures had dropped to 2°C.  Luckily, they were in a fairly 
sheltered spot in the undergrowth and were still alive and clustered 
tightly.  The branch was too sturdy to cut so I decided to just sever 
the comb at the top, and get the bees into the nucleus box and home 
as soon as possible.  
 

 
     Once home, I cranked up the heater in my shed and fitted the 
combs into brood frames with elastic bands.  The warmer temperature 
enabled the bees to fly around within the shed and find their way back 
to the nucleus box.  There was plenty of fanning going on.  I gave 
them a warm thick syrup feed to give them a boost. 
 
 
     I will keep them in my shed next to an open window for the next 
few months, and put some fondant on.  They had very few stores.  
Let’s hope they make it!!  They certainly will have a better chance 
than being outside in the next few months of winter weather. 
 
 
 
 

There is still plenty of honey for sale from the two club apiaries at Barrwood, near Sevenoaks, and 
Hilbert Road, in Tunbridge Wells.  The Tunbridge Wells honey is bottled in 1lb jars, costing £6.50 
each; the Sevenoaks honey is bottled in 12oz jars, costing £5 each.  To buy, contact Liz 
Birchenough: membership@sevenoaksbeekeepers.org.uk 
       


